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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 




This listing of claims replaces all previous listings. 



Claim 1. (Currently Amended) A flat fluorescent lamp, comprising: 
a front substrate; 

a back substrate having a continuous serpentine type discharge channel defined 



by a plurality of partitions, which are extended from both side ends of the back substrate and 
alternately disposed; 

a pair of electrodes provided on an outer surface of any one of the front 
substrate and the back substrate; and 

an inverter to apply power to the electrodes, 



subsidiary electrodes, each of the subsidiary electrodes being perpendicular to the discharg e 
electrode and having a hollow part therein: 

the discharge electrodes are mounted in strip shapes along both side ends of the 
outer surface of the any one of the front substrate and the back substrate, and 

the plurality of subsidiary electrodes are mounted on the outer surface of the 
any one of the front substrate and the back substrate, the plurality of subsidiary electrodes being 
aligned with the partitions in directly overlying relation to the partitions, and the subsidiary 
electrodes being disposed perpendicular to the discharge electrodes, the plurality of subsidiary 
electrodes being alternately connected to inner edges of both the discharge electrodes so that 
neighboring subsidiary electrodes have different polarities; 



wherein each of the electrodes includes a discharge electrode and a plurality of 



wherein crosstalk between parallel portions of the discharge channel is 



inhibited. 
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Uj Claim 2. (Previously Presented) A flat fluorescent lamp, comprising: 

a front substrate: 

2* a back substrate having a continuous serpentine type discharge channel defined 

by a plurality of partitions, which are extended from both side ends of the back substrate and 



< 



alternately disposed; 



CO a pair of electrodes provided on an outer surface of any one of the front 

II I 

m substrate and the back substrate; and 

an inverter to apply power to the electrodes, 

wherein each of the electrodes includes a discharge electrode and a subsidiary 

electrode, 

the discharge electrodes are mounted in strip shapes along both side ends of the 
outer surface of the any one of the front substrate and the back substrate, 

the subsidiary electrodes are mounted on the outer surface of the any one of the 
front substrate and the back substrate, and each of the subsidiary electrodes has a first subsidiary 
electrode that is not in physical contact with any one of the discharge electrodes, the first 
subsidiary electrode extending parallel to at least one of the discharge electrodes^ and 

a plurality of second subsidiary electrodes defining a contour, the contour being 
aligned with the partitions, and the second subsidiary electrodes being perpendicular to the first 
subsidiary electrode, the second subsidiary electrodes of both the subsidiary electrodes being 
alternately connected to inner edges of both the first subsidiary electrodes so that neighboring 
electrodes have different polarities, and 

the discharge electrode and the first subsidiary electrode are separately 
connected to the inverter. 

Claim 3. (Original) The flat fluorescent lamp as defined in claim 2, wherein any one of 
the discharge electrodes and the first subsidiary electrode adjacent to the any one of the 
discharge electrodes have the same polarities. 
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O Claim 4. (Canceled) The flat fluorescent lamp as defined in claim 1 , wherein each of the 



subsidiary electrodes, which are positioned to be perpendicular to the discharge electrodes, has a 
hollow part therein. 



o 
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j ^ Claim 5. (Original) The flat fluorescent lamp as defined in claim 2, wherein each of the 

; <£ subsidiary electrodes, which are positioned to be perpendicular to the discharge electrodes, has a 

1 H hollow part therein. 
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j Claim 6. (Currently Amended) A backlight unit, comprising: 

j a flat fluorescent lamp, which includes a front substrate, a back substrate 

j having a continuous serpentine type discharge channel defined by a plurality of partitions, which 

1 

are extended from both side ends of the back substrate and alternately disposed, a pair of 
electrodes provided on an outer surface of any one of the front substrate and the back substrate, 
and an inverter to apply power to the electrodes; and 

a frame having the flat fluorescent lamp therein, 

wherein each of the electrodes includes a discharge electrode and a plurality of 
subsidiary electrodes, each of the subsidiary electrodes being perpendicular to the discharge 
electrodes and having a hollow part therein : 

the discharge electrodes are mounted in strip shapes along both side ends of the 
outer surface of the any one of the front substrate and the back substrate, 

the plurality of subsidiary electrodes are mounted on the outer surface of the 
any one of the front substrate and the back substrate in positions that directly overlie the 
partitions, and are disposed to be perpendicular to the discharge electrodes, the plurality of 
subsidiary electrodes being alternately connected to inner edges of both the discharge electrodes 
so that neighboring subsidiary electrodes have different polarities; 

wherein crosstalk between parallel portions of the discharge channel is 

inhibited. 
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£L Claim 7. (Previously Presented) A backlight unit, comprising: 

(J^ a flat fluorescent lamp, which includes a front substrate, a back substrate 

I LX having a continuous serpentine type discharge channel defined by a plurality of partitions, which 

are extended from both side ends of the back substrate and alternately disposed, a pair of 
electrodes provided on an outer surface of any one of the front substrate and the back substrate, 
and an inverter to apply power to the electrodes; and 

a frame having the flat fluorescent lamp therein, 

wherein each of the electrodes includes a discharge electrode and a subsidiary 

electrode, 

the discharge electrodes are mounted in strip shapes along both side ends of the 
outer surface of the any one of the front substrate and the back substrate, 

the subsidiary electrodes are mounted on the outer surface of the any one of the 
front substrate and the back substrate, and each of the subsidiary electrodes has a first subsidiary 
electrode disposed at a predetermined spacing from an adjacent one of the discharge electrodes 
while being in parallel therewith; and 

a plurality of second subsidiary electrodes which are mounted in positions that 
are aligned with the partitions, the second subsidiary electrodes being in positions perpendicular 
to the first subsidiary electrode, and the second subsidiary electrodes of both the subsidiary 
electrodes being alternately connected to inner edges of both the first subsidiary electrodes so 
that neighboring electrodes have different polarities, and 

the discharge electrode and the first subsidiary electrode are separately 
connected to the inverter. 

Claim 8. (Original) The backlight unit as defined in claim 7, wherein any one of the 
discharge electrodes and the first subsidiary electrode adjacent to the any one of the discharge 
electrodes have the same polarities. 
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^ Claim 9. (Canceled) The backlight unit as defined in claim 6, wherein each of the 

O subsidiary electrodes, which are positioned to be perpendicular to the discharge electrodes, has a 

Hi hollow part therein. 

end 

m 

—J Claim 10. (Original) The backlight uait as defined in claim 7, wherein each of the 

^ subsidiary electrodes, which are positioned to be perpendicular to the discharge electrodes, has a 



< 

C/5 
LU 
CD 



hollow part therein. 



6 



PACE 8M0 * RCVD AT 12/27/2008 6:48:10 PM [Eastern Standard Time] • 8VR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 • DNIS:27 J8300 • CBID:4808338338 • DURATION (mm-ss):03-24 



